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FOOD & LIFESTYLE

Retired NFL players leading big push for
Checkers & Rally's in Birmingham 

Checkers & Rally's Owner Donnell Thompson
stands outside his new Midfield locationl

STEPHANIE REBMAN

Two retired NFL plyers re sinking their teeth into the Birminghm resturnt
mrket.

Donnell Thompson, who spent 11 sesons with the Indinpolis Colts, hs purchsed
the Checkers & Rlly's loctions in the Birminghm mrket nd is renovting them one
by one. He is tckling the project with business prtner Ron Wooten, lso  retired NFL
plyer who plyed or the New Englnd Ptriots.

The �rst loction tht will be up nd running is the Mid�eld Rlly's, which is locted t
86 Weibel Drive. Thirty-�ve employees re currently trining, nd the loction will
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open Aug. 27.

"We hve purchsed the Birminghm mrket," Thompson sid. "There re 12 stores
here nd we re remodeling nd repositioning the 12 units. This is going to be our �rst
unit we re opening nd we re looking t Aug. 27 opening nd eel rel good bout it."

The second store slted or opening is in Bessemer. Thompson sid they will then
ollow up with the Lomb Avenue or First Avenue North loctions. A resturnt in
Jsper is lso being renovted.

"We’re going to continue to succinctly do it one by one nd do wht’s right by them,"
he sid. "This mrket ws such  good mrket — I elt like there ws  ormer
rnchisee in the re tht didn’t see the vlue tht I see. We vlue the guests nd tke
cre o the guests. Tht’s wht we’re ll bout. The brnd sells itsel. I just thought this
ws n re where the brnd hs done good everywhere else its been nd it cn do
good here.”

While Thompson didn't disclose the �nncil investment he is mking in reopening
the dozen resturnts, he sid he hs put new roos on �ve loctions so r nd
invested in new HVAC systems, cooling units nd more. The Mid�eld loction hs 
brnd new kitchen nd current equipment.

"It tkes quite  bit o unds to do this. We’re going to invest t whtever level it needs
to be invested in to serve the guests the proper wy. I tht mens  totl remodel,
then tht’s wht we’re doing," he sid.

Thompson, n Atlnt ntive, currently owns Denny's rnchises in North Crolin,
South Crolin nd Georgi. He lso used to own McDonld's nd Zxby's rnchises.
He sid he is excited bout the Checkers & Rlly's brnd becuse o its reputtion or 
good vlue t  good price. The chin ocuses on burgers, including the Big Buord,
chicken sndwiches, slushes, desserts nd curly ries.
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The Midfield Checkers & Rally's location is
opening this month.

STEPHANIE REBMAN

He's lso excited to be in the Birminghm region nd to strt t the Mid�eld loction.

"I think this re is  rel good re to do business in," he sid. "Otentimes it’s
overlooked by metropolitn Atlnt, nd I think tht when you dig deep nd look t
the re you see, wow, you hve  city with 600,000-plus people overll or lrger thn
tht. When you look t the brnds here — the closest brnd to me is McDonld’s tht
would be in the segment we’re in. You hve Sonics up the street. But, outside o tht
we’re just s wre in this re s I think McDonld’s is."

Thompson is lso plnning or the resturnts to be involved in the community,
prticulrly with thletics. There will be ree pple pies i tems win, sponsorships o
tems, plyers o the gme, give-bck nights where  portion o sles re donted to
schools nd more. The loction will lso be open or groups to use or cr wshes.

Tmp-bsed Checkers & Rlly's currently hs nerly 900 resturnts ntionwide nd
is ggressively expnding. It currently rnks No. 88 on Entrepreneur's 2019 Frnchise
500 list.

https://www.bizjournals.com/birmingham/industry-news/food-and-lifestyle
https://www.bizjournals.com/birmingham/industry-news/food-and-lifestyle

